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NEWS FROM OTTAWA
OK CLEAN WATER THANKS THE OTTAWA 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FOR ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL YEAR
The OK Clean Water Project is most grateful to 
the Ottawa Catholic Schools who have supported our 
water project in Kumbo, Cameroon again in the school 
year 2015–2016. This year thirty-one schools brought 
in an amazing $26,695.39! The students and teachers 
were most creative in their fundraising engaging in 
such activities as walk-a-thons, read-a-thons, spirit 
days, coin lines, bake sales, chores at home and other 
interesting activities to raise money for OK Clean Water 
Project. Some students even prepared a presentation to 
present to other classes. Some staff agreed to have their 
heads shaven when students met the fundraising goals.

Presently forty-seven villages have clean water and 
more villagers are waiting in hope. As well as providing 
the materials and planning for the village projects the 
Cameroonian engineer, Edwin Visi, provides workshops 
to the villagers to ensure that the sustainability of 
each village project is maintained. The villagers are 
responsible for the manual labour to bring the clean 
water from the springs up in the hills through pipes laid 
in trenches into the villages. An Advisory Committee 
has been established to oversee the projects in each 
village and to make suggestions wherever needed.

THIS YEAR 2015–2016, THE FOLLOWING 
SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN SUPPORTIVE OF 
THE PROJECT:
Uplands Catholic, Dr. F.J. McDonald, Good Shepherd, 
St. Gemma, St. Michael—Fitzroy Harbour, St. Michael—
Corkery, St. Michael—Ottawa, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, 
St. Jerome, St. Daniel, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
St. Luke, St. Bernard, Holy Spirit, St. Augustine, 
St. John the Apostle, St. George, T.D. McGee, Holy 
Family, Our Lady of Victory, St. Rita, St. Francis Xavier, 
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St. Brigid, Msgr. Paul Baxter, St. Emily, Holy Redeemer, 
Holy Trinity, St. Mary’s—Gloucester, Fraser Heights 
Secondary—Surrey, B.C. and St. Anne. Thank you to All!

Over the past fourteen years fifty-eight schools 
have been involved in fundraising activities to raise 
$309,388.85 to support this life-giving cause. This is 
amazing! We are most grateful to all staff, students and 
parents for your ongoing support and concern for our 
brothers and sisters in our global community. Sr. Cathy 
Molloy, the coordinator, and Edwin Visi, the consultant 
of OK Clean Water, and all in Kumbo, Cameroon extend 
their gratitude to all! Thank You! Beri Wo!

As the Cameroonians would say “Water is Life!” 
“Together We Are One!”

www.okcleanwaterproject.org

NEWS FROM KUMBO CAMEROON
As a follow-up to our Spring newsletter, we have 
received news that the SVA (Student Volunteer 
Association) from the University of Glasgow in Scotland 
has committed for the next three years to sending 
student volunteers to work with the villagers in the 
areas of sanitation, personal hygiene, and fundraising 
for a period of six weeks annually. Great news for which 
we are very thankful!

There were two projects completed from January to 
June (Kidzem/Fulani Settlement and the Government 
Primary School) and two ongoing with a completion 
date of December 2016 (Nyeshup/Njimnkang and 
Ntoo-dzen in Tatum). We wish to congratulate 
the people of Kumbo for their determination and 
teamwork. We have all worked very hard in our 14 years 
of existence and have grown tremendously. The total 
of villages we have helped has grown from 43 to 47! 
Thank you to our teams both in Ottawa and Kumbo, our 
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volunteers, our donors, our supporters, our sponsors, 
and the people of Kumbo for continuing to spread the 
motto: “Water is Life” and for acting on it.

We are also pleased to inform our readers that on 
August 1st, 2016, Edwin Visi, our engineer consultant, 
was officially appointed Consultant and Country 
Director of the OK Clean Water Project in Cameroon. 
In his new role, Edwin Visi will be taking over the reins 
from Sister Cathy Molloy, CND, in coordinating projects 
and in educating villagers about project maintenance 
and sustainability. Sr. Cathy will act as advisor in the 
short term, as Edwin assumes this important and 
prestigious leadership position. We are very happy 
and proud to have Edwin’s knowledge and expertise! 
Our newly hired part-time Community Liaison Officer, 
Litika Collins, a native Cameroonian, will be Edwin’s 
assistant. Kudos to Sr. Cathy and her team in Kumbo, 
who over the last few years have emphasized the 
importance of “education for sustainability”. Their 
efforts have certainly brought great results. The 
villagers are increasingly taking ownership of their 
work digging trenches, laying pipes, building storage 
tanks and catchments, erecting stand taps, attending 
workshops on management and maintenance, training 
others in neighbouring villages, and paying their annual 
water fee. They show strength in their numbers and 
confidence in their abilities and knowledge. There is 
always more work to be done, but there are vivid signs 
of autonomy, which is the ultimate goal of any out-of-
country charitable organization. Once OK Clean Water 
Project becomes a recognized Cameroonian association 
(targeted for November 2016), the existing Advisory 

Committee which was established in conjunction 
with OK’s 10th anniversary will be dissolved. A new 
Board and Collins will assume their new roles. The 
Ottawa team will continue to fundraise and support the 
people in Kumbo as they transition to a Cameroonian 
charitable association with Edwin at the helm and 
Cameroonian board members who will set goals with 
him for future projects.

SOME SAD NEWS:
Last May, our engineer 
consultant, Edwin Visi, lost 
his wife Doris from a sudden 
illness. Doris and Edwin had 
previously visited Ottawa and 
we had the great pleasure 
of meeting a gracious lady. 
As reported to us in Ottawa 
by Sr. Cathy Molly, “Doris’ 
funeral in Kumbo was such 

a tribute to a woman of strength and compassion. 
So many people turned out to support the family 
and Edwin Visi. Her funeral was held in the parish 
church and her burial in the family compound (family 
residence) which was unable to accommodate all 
those who attended her funeral. Different groups 
gathered at designated homes for the meal after the 
funeral Mass. Thanks to the organization of the OK 
Advisory Committee, different villages prepared 
food—enough to feed the 150 OK people who came 
to the convent. Quite a turnout, quite a tribute to 
Edwin Visi. He was very touched by the outpouring 
of support.”
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